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sess. There is no combating the feelings which you
express for the society of your son, otherwise I really
think that a Scottish education would be highly desir-
able; and should you at any time revert to this plan,
you may rely on my bestowing the same attention upon
him as upon my own boys.
I agree entirely with you on the necessity of your re-
maining in the regiment while it is stationary, and retir-
ing on half-pay when it marches; but I cannot so easily
acquiesce in your plan of settling in Canada. On the
latter event taking place, on the contrary, I think it
would be highly advisable that you should return to your
native country. In the course of nature you must soon
be possessed of considerable property, now life-rented
by our mother, and I should think that even your present
income would secure you comfort and independence here.
Should you remain in Canada, you must consider your
family as settlers in that state, and as I cannot believe
that it will remain very long separated from America, I
should almost think this equal to depriving them of the
advantages of British subjects — at least of those which,
they might derive from their respectable connections in
this country. With respect to your son, in particular,
I have little doubt that I could be of considerable service
to him in almost any line of life he might chance to
adopt here, but could of course have less influence on his
fortunes were he to remain on the Niagara. I certainly
feel anxious on this subject, because the settlement of
your residence in America would be saying, in other
words, that we two, the last remains of a family once so
numerous, are never more to meet upon this side of time.
My own health is very much broken up by the periodical
recurrence of violent cramps in the stomach, which nei-
ther seem disposed to yield to medicine nor to abstinence.
The complaint, the doctors say, is not dangerous in itself,
but I cannot look forward to its continued .recurrence,
without being certain that it is to break my health, and

